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Introduction to Thai Language 3

Introduction to Thai Language

The currently spoken Thai language is a descendant of the

Thai family of common languages in Southeast Asia.

In comparison with many languages, informal spoken Thai
language is not complicated. There are no tenses, verb or noun
inflexions, agreements between nouns and verbs or nouns and
adjectives, cases, genders or even articles. However, Thai is a
tonal language. Each syllable is assigned one of five tones; some
monosyllabic words with different meanings are distinguished only
by their tone. For example, the sequence of consonants and vowels
in mai and kaow each have five different meanings according to the

tone given.

Moreover, we have the distinctions between consonants of the
same letters in short and long vowels like ma and maa. The tonal
distinctions regularly have different sounds and meanings. At the
beginning of your Thai language study, associating each consonant
with phonetic symbols will make it much easier to learn the entire

Thai alphabet later on.

The primary objective of this book is to assist non-Thai-
speaking foreigners to communicate in Thai language and enable

them to learn pronunciation from Thai native speakers.

Concentrating on pronunciation, tone, and simple structure will

lead you to reach your next levels easier.
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Thai Alphabet

Thai Consonants

Ng asinringing VW ngaan work
Dt as in stop 2 dtaa eye
Bp as in spot 51 bpai go

G as in good A gin eat
Vowels

aa Ll chaa tea

i i mi to have
20 28 roo to wait

00 sdwn too-ra-sap telephone
uu 0 duu see / look
Hy yin) st to buy

ee LR ta-lee sea

99 LI dean to walk
ae/eg 2y mée mother

www.welearnthai.ac.th




Introduction to Thai Language

Diphthongs
ua na glua to be scared
ga \Ja sta shirt
ia STHE bia beer
Vowel Positions

Front Mid Back
High i d dd u uu
Mid e\ ee 9| 99 0/ 00

Low & €€

Thai Language Has 5 Tones

Example maa

Tone mid

Meaning (come)

maa
low

maa Maa maa
falling High rising
- (horse)  (dog)
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Chapter 1 - Greetings

Simple Pattern - Asking someones name

kun poém dichan kao
you / (for men) ! (for women) he / she
(formal) they / them
At W AL L
a-rai (?)
What?
azls

What is your name?

Q: kun chéu a-rai (?) K
kao
A: pom | |,
dichan chég | ... K
kao | 000000 | e

www.welearnthai.ac.th




Chapter 1 - Greetings 9

How are you?

sa-baai dii mai sa-baai
fine not fine or sick
dUaf Tudguny
mai (?)

Yes / No question

T
Q: Kun sa baai dii mai (?) krap / ka
Kao
A:  pOm sa-baai dii (good)
dichan mai krap / ka

Kao (no / not) sa baai
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Some Yes / No Questions

rdon sa-nuk nuai hiu
hot fun tired hungry
SaU dun wmilae %1
suai 159
beautiful handsome
a8 naa
Q: kun
kao sa-nuk mai (?) K
A: pOm |, maak
dichan | ....ccoiviiiiiiin, nit ndoi K
KA0 |,
maak nit-ndoi
very / a lot a little bit
UN fiauas

www.welearnthai.ac.th




What country are you from?

Chapter 1 - Greetings

bpra-tét muang jang wat rat
country city province state
Useind Liiav NI 35
kun bpra tét
kao maa jaak Muaang a-rai (?) K
jang wat
Rat
pdm bpratdt | e,
dichan maa jaak Mgang | ..cccoceeeeieneeeee. K
Kao jang Wat | e
Nicha RAt | eeeerrrrrrrnnnnnn,

11
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Vocabulary

kam sap
sa wat dii
rao

chau
chéd |én

chéu jing

naam sa gun

ka / ka
krap
sabaai
dii

sabaii dii

www.welearnthai.ac.th

AN

UINENA
Ar / Ay
A1

dung

hO)]

dU18f

A1

LAk

WALAL

vocabulary

hello / good day

we / us

name

nickname

first name

surname / family name
polite particle (female)
polite particle (male)
comfortable

good / well

fine

come

speak

play

kidding / joking



yin dii

rau jak
joa / pdp
prdng nii
pdu ying
pdu chaai

naao

jai

kao jai
ardoi
pét

roon

Lu
T
12
12119
2508
LR

80U

Chapter 1 - Greetings

rejoice / pleasant
know
meet

tomorrow
women

men

cold (feeling)
cold / cool

to enter
heart / mind
to understand
delicious
spicy

warm / hot

13
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Useful Expressions

kdo tbéot K
kdop kun K

mai bpen rai K

paut 1én K

(laew) kun la K

nii a-rai K

a-raina K

jaiyenyen K

yin dii tii dai ruu jak K
joa gan K

pop gan mai K

pop gan mai prang nii K
chéok dii K

*K for krap / ka / ka

www.welearnthai.ac.th

Excuse me. / Sorry.
Thank you.

That’s all right / You're welcome.
It doesn’t matter. / Never mind.

Don’t mention it. / Not at all.
I’m kidding / joking.

How about you?

What is it?

What did you say?

Take it easy. / Calm down.
Pleased to meet you.

See you.

See you later.

See you tomorrow.

Good luck.
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Conversation
Nicha: sa wat dii ka.

John: sa wat dii krap

Nicha:  kdo tbot ka.
kun chga a-rai(?) ka
John: pom chéd John krap
kun ch&a a-rai (?) krap

Nicha: dichan ch&u Nicha ka

Nicha:  kun sa baai dii mai (?) ka
John: pom sa baai dii krap
(laew) kun la (?) krap

Nicha: Nicha mal sa baai nit-ndoi ka

Nicha:  kun maa jaak bpra tét a-rai (?) ka

John: pOm maa jaak bpra tét a mee ri gaa krap
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Conversation (Continued)

Nicha: a mee ri gaa stai mai (?) ka

John: a mee ri gaa sUai maak maak krap

John: kun Nicha maa jaak maang a-rai (?) krap

Nicha:  Nicha maa jaak daao ang kaan ka

John: a-rai (?) na krap!
Nicha:  pQutlén ka

Nicha maa jaak Chiang Raai ka

Nicha: vyin dii tii dai rau jak (nd) ka
pop gan mai ka
John: yin dii tii dai rau jak krap

choék dii krap

Activities

Practice the patterns you have learned in the unit with a friend, then

introduce him / her to the others.

www.welearnthai.ac.th
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Chapter 2 - Places

Where is it?
h3ong-naam raan aa haan rong rian bprai sa nii
bathroom restaurant school post office
WavLin SIUDING T8 5meile
tli nai(?)
Where?
Ay
Q yuu tii nai (?) K

www.welearnthai.ac.th




Location

A1:

Chapter 2 - Places

tii- nii tii-nan tii-nén
here there over there
nil 7 U
N
............ yuu tii nan
nén
glai dtrong-kdam
near opposite
1na M 39U
............ yuu glai

dtrong-kdaam

21
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Directions
dtrong bpai liaw saai liaw kwaa
go straight turn left turn right
»159 1 \Jenane Benu71
A3: dtrong bpai
liaw saai
liaw kwaa

VTEZIA

www.welearnthai.ac.th




Expressing possesion

Chapter 2 - Places 23

baan méae pé&an faen
house mother friend significant other

TR L3l Wau W

kdong
of / belong fo
U

Q baan | kdong kun Yuu tii nai (?) K
A baan | kdong kun Yuu | tii a-mee-ri gaa
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Some verbs
chdop
like
fAaU
bpai bpai tiaw
go lake a trip
1d 1uiien
Q: % chdop | bpaitiaw | tiinai (?) K

www.welearnthai.ac.th



Vocabulary
yuu

tii

hSong

hdong-rian
h3ong-noon
h5ong-naam

raan

aa haan

raan gaa fae
raan nang st
rong

rong raem
rong-pa-yaa-baan
ma-haa-wit-ta-yaa-lai

ta-lee

=

wav
Wavsau
Wavuau
wavin
59U

ARV RE
sruAIUn
STUMITIED
159
T59LL5)
T59NEIL1A
UNIINGIQE

nela

Chapter 2 - Places

to be located
at

room
classroom
bedroom
bathroom
shop

food

coffee shop
book store
big building
hotel
hospital
university

Sea

25
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naam-dtok

puu-kao

wat

dta-laat

bpaa

mae naam
sa-naam-bin / ee-pdot
sa-taa-nii-rot-fai
(sa-taa-nii) kdn-song
b02-kd0-s30
sa-taa-nii dtam-ruat
ta-naa-kaan / b€eng

gap

www.welearnthai.ac.th

Han

HIGIR

0

NATR

1

LA
durudu
da1ilsn’ln
GRREGY
UUH.
d011611979

DUINIS

AU

waterfall
mountain

temple
market

forest

river

airport
railway station
bus station
bus station
police station
bank

and, with



Chapter 2 - Places

Useful Expressions

jing rda (?) Really?

jing-jing Really.

bpai nai (?) Where will you go?
bpai nai maa (?) Where have you been?
tiaw hai sa nuk na Have a good trip.
la-gdo / 1aew-gdo and / then

Conversation 1

Nicha:

John:

Nicha:

John:

John:

Nicha:

di-chan bpen kon tai ka. Kun bpen kon tii nai ka?
pom bpen kon a-mee-ri-gan krap.

kun yuu til nai ka

pom yuu' tii saan fraan krap.

kun la krap?

yuu tii grung-téep ka

27
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Conversation 2

Nicha:

John:

Nicha:

John:

Mai:

John:

Mai:

John:

Mai:

John:

kun John bpai nai (?) maa ka
poOm bpai raan aa haan maa krap
nii p&an kdong Nicha

kao chau Mai

kun Mai pak tii nai (?) krap

Mai pak glai Pantip Plaza

jing rda (?)

pom pak glai Pantip Plaza ddai

k3o-tot ka

hdong-naam yuu tii nai (?) ka
dean dtrong bpai laew g2 liaw saai
kdop kun ka

mai bpen rai krap

www.welearnthai.ac.th
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Chapter 5 - Food & Drink

Simple pattern

Ways to Cook
dtdom pat gaeng tdot yaang
boiled fried curry deep-fried | grilled
M3l Alg LN Nan {114
Types of Meat
muu gai nda plaa glng
pork chicken beef fish shrimp / prawn
wy n ita Uan 9
Rice
kdao kdao pat k&ao niaw
rice fried rice sticky rice
217 U1INA 21 miien

www.welearnthai.ac.th




Chapter 5 - Food & Drink 55
Popular Thai food
geeng kiaw pat pak dtdbm yam | guai dtiao k&o so0i
waan ruam
sweet green | fried mixed | spicy soup noodle | egg noodle
curry vegelables with curry
wnodaavinnu | darngau AEN nefien | IMTa
How to order food?
kdo guai-dtiao nJoi
( May | have)| dtdbm-yam (please)
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Drink
deram
arink
A
nom gaa-fee chaa naam-som
milk coffee tea orange juice
U AU it U
Q % deum 3-rai (?)
A: deam gaa-fee rdon

www.welearnthai.ac.th

>>0

bia

naam som




Chapter 5 - Food & Drink
Classifiers
jaan chaam gaew taai kuat
plate bow/ glass cup bottle
U UIN A9 03¢l UIRN
Noun Number | Classifier
kdao 3 Jaan
naam 5 Kuat
bia 4 gaew/gego
guai-dtiao 2 chaam
gaa-fee rdon 1 tdai

o7
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Order Some Food
- pii/noong K
kdo | kdao pat 2 jaan | gap naam 1 kuat | K
Food With or Without
sai mai sai
put in (with) don’t put in
4 4
naam dtaan naam keeng nom pong chuu rét
sugar ice milk MSG
H1ena v Ul ANt
Order Some Coffee
kdo | gaa-fee sai nom ndoi | K
maisai | .........

www.welearnthai.ac.th




Vocabulary
aa-haan
aa-haan tai
aa-haan fa-rang
Kai

kai-jiao
kai-daao

Bpuu
bplaa-muk

Pak

pat-bpriao-waan

geeng-pet
sOm-dtam
l[Guk-chin

ba-mii

21419
271115 lny
AR REIALS)
la
laden

ACToR!

£

aniin

A

NaLU3891271

LML A

du6n

Chapter 5 - Food & Drink

food

Thai food
Western food
€gg

omelette
fried egg
crab

squid
vegetables

sweet and sour

vegetables
red curry
papaya salad
meat ball

egg noodles

59
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sén-yai

sén-lék

sén-mii

op
néng
chdon
sdom

dta-giap

www.welearnthai.ac.th

lduluiey

LHULAN

LU

waU
dau

MzLNgL

rice noodle cut

into large strip

rice noodle cut

into thin strip

rice noodle cut
into fine and thin

strip

with soup
without soup
dessert / snack
to grill

to grill / barbecue
to bake

steam

spoon

fork

chopsticks



ting

pil

ndong

taan

gep
la-gdo/I€ew-gdo
tang-mot

toon

dtdong

mai dtdong toon

Qk

=

weN

nu

Ladfn
VMIVRUA
Nau

fan

Tusasnau

Chapter 5 - Food & Drink 61

plastic bag

older sister /

brother

younger sister /

brother

eat (polite)
keep / collect
and / then

All

to change
must / have to

Keep the change.
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Useful Expressions

taan k&ao ddai gan K
daum a-rai(?) dii K
kdo...... ndoi(?) K

sai tung (glap baan)
gép dtang ndoi K

mai dtdong toon K

Let’s eat together.

What would you like to drink?
May | have ....... please?
Take away. / Take home.

The bill, please.

Keep the change.

www.welearnthai.ac.th
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Conversation
Waiter: taan a-rai (?) (dii) K
John: k30 geeng kiaw waan ndoi K

kun Nicha yaak gin a-rai (?) K

Nicha:  Nicha yaak gin aa-haan mai pet

P

kd0 kai jiaw gap pat pak ruam K

la gdo kdao 2 jaan K

Waiter:  daum a-rai (?) (dii) K

Nicha:  John yaak dgum biamai (?) K

John: pom k3o bia sing 1 kuat K

Nicha: k3o ndam sébm 1 gaew K

------------------------------- Enjoy eating--- mmmmmmmmm e ---

John: ndong K
gep dtang ndoi K
Waiter:  tang mét 320 baat K
nii ngean toon K

John: mai dtdong toon K



