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Thai uses an alphabet of 44 consonants, 32 vowels, 4 tone
marks and various other symbols for punctuation, numbers etc.
Although there are irregular pronunciations, Thai is generally

phonetic. It is pronounced the way it is written.

Learning to read and write Thai from the beginning has
many advantages. Due to the fact that it is phonetic, you will be
reinforcing your listening and speaking skills while learning to
read and write. In fact, most people find that their pronunciation is
more accurate when reading Thai script. Unlike many
transliteration systems, it incorporates all the elements of

pronunciation, including tones and vowel length.

The longer you rely on transliteration, the more time you
waste reinforcing a writing system that will be virtually useless in
Thailand. Furthermore, transliteration is a confusing hodgepodge
with almost as many systems as there are books about Thailand.
Put a little extra effort into learning the alphabet now! Then you
can use Thai script while studying conversation, reinforcing

reading and writing sKkills that will be invaluable to you in Thailand.
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Structure of tongue position will help to pronounce correctly
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Thai has two kinds of vowels: short and long. Every Thai
syllable starts with a consonant even if the consonant is a silent
a /-/. Although the consonant sound comes first, vowels may be
written before, above, below, after or around the consonant
depending on the vowel. Each has a corresponding short vowel
form. The difference between a short and long vowel is an
important one - it can change a word’s meaning by itself. Also,

the tone rules for short and long vowels are different.

Short Vowel Long Vowel
oy Ja/ ) [aa/
2 i/ & fiil
A a/ ) et/

fu/ * /uu/
vy /el L lee/
woe gl b legl
Ty o/ 1o loo/
e 1AM L) - o0/
e Jual 9 lua/
Vur  fial Wy fial
Viar  /aal va  fwal
vay  /d/ LA /o8]
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@ Thai Vowels Exercise
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@ Common Vowels

Long Vowels Exercise
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Short Vowels Exercise

Mix Sound From
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Special Vowels
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@ Mix Vowels Exercise 1




@ Special Vowels Exercise
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@Mid-Class Consonants |

There are nine “Mid-Class” consonants in Thai as follows:

Consonant Consonant Name Sound

n 'l goo gai (chicken) /gl
AU joo jaan (plate) il

AN B doo cha daa (a kind of crown) /d/

0 Uan dtoo bpa dtak (a kind of spear) /dt/

M L1An doo deék (child) /d/

6 L6 dtoo dtao(turtle) /dt/
TRSTNY boo bai maai (leaf) /b/

U 1an bpoo bplaa (fish) /bp/

2 a1y 99 aang (basin) Isilent/

@Note: £ and z are rare.
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@ Mid-Class Consonants Exercise
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@ Mid-Class Consonants + Long Vowels Exercise
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@ Mid-Class Consonants + Short Vowels Exercise
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:’ Mid-Class Consonants + Long Vowels = Mid Tone E
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Tone Rules for Mid-Class Consonants

Mid-Class Consonants + Long Vowels = Mid Tone (-)

Mid-Class Consonants + Short Vowels = Low Tone (\)
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@ Reading and Writing Exercise W

Mid-Class Consonants + Mixed Vowels
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Mid-Class Consonants + Mixed Vowels
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Mid-Class Consonants + Special Vowels
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There are eight final consonant sounds WhICh can end a
syllable. They are divided into two categories. Non-stop final
consonants are voiced —
pronouncing them, you will feel a vibration. Stop finals are

unvoiced. The five sonorant and three stop finals are most

commonly written as follow:

if you touch your larynx (voice box) while

J vy ngoo nguu (snake) /ng/
U U 1Yy | Nndo nUu (mouse) In/
1 1 A0 moo maa (horse) /m/
¢] ¢ 8ny | yoo yak (giant) Iy, il
9] 2 LLWIU | WOD wEEN (ring) /w, of
Estop Finals |
) nlA | goo gai (chicken) Ikl
6 aifin | doo dek (child) 1t/
U U lulyd | boo bai-maai (leaf) Ip/




Notes: @

1.When n, A, U and & are initial consonants, they are

transcribed as /g-/, /d-/, /b-/ and /y-/ respectively.
However, when they are final consonants, they are
transcribed as /-k/, /-t/, /-p/ and /-i/.

2.7 forms part of the vowels "¢ and "o, which are
transcribed as /ua/ and /ua/, respectively. &1 is

transcribed as /iu/ and \:817 is transcribed as /iaol.
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- Tone Rules for Mid-Class Consonants
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Mid-Class Consonants + Vowels + Non-Stop Final

Consonants = Mid Tone

Mid-Class Consonants + Vowels + Stop Final

Consonants = Low Tone

i
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Mid-Class Consonants + Vowels + Non-Stop

Final consonants = Mid Tone

AU Y N AU
11 a1l Tlu Mal
M8 T AU LAY

Mid-Class Consonants + Vowels + Stop

Final consonants = Low Tone

Un ahla AN 319
nNam i[9 A 19
21U ahlg U1R Gy
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@ High-Class Consonants Exercise
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@ﬁone Marks with High-Class Consonants
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With high consonant syllables, there are three possible tones

and two tone marks which may be used.

Tone Mark Tone Name Tone Examples
maai éek low i1 (kaa)
- maai too falling 91 (kaa)

@When there is no fone mark, a high consonant syllable has

either rising fone or low fone depending on whether it is a live or

dead syllable.

Summary of Tone Rule

You can’t make mid-tone (-) or high tone (/) with high-class

consonant if they want to use “k” sound in mid tone or high tone

you have to use another “k” sound in Low pair class. é
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