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middle class consonants

g/ ljl /d/ [dt/ /d/ /dt/ b/ /bpl/ [silent/
go92 gai joojaan | doochadaa | dtoobpa doo dék | dtoo dtao |boo bai-méaai| bpoa bplaa 292 aang
(chicken) (plate) [(traditional hat)|dtak (spear)| (child) (turtle) (leaf) (fish) (basin)
non-stop final consonants stop final consonants
Ing/ Inl Im/ Iy,il Iw,o/ Ikl i) Ipl
ngas nguu n29 nlu m22 maa y29 yak wad ween’ 992 gai doo dek bo9 bai-maai
(snake) (mouse) (horse) (demon) (ring) (chicken) (child) (leaf)
high-class consonants
Ikl Ikl /ch/ 1t/ It/ Ip/ It/ Is/ Is/ /sl nf
|| ] (@& (8] (@[N] | e ] ]3]
kodkai koo kuuat cha3ching todtaan todtling padpung fodfaa (lid) | sodsaa-laa | sodruu-sii | sodsuta hadhiip
(egq) (bottle) (chime) (base) (bag) (bee) (pavilion) (hermit) (tiger) (chest)
low pair
consonants
Ikl Ikl Ikl Ich/ Ich/ Ip/ Ip/ It/ /sl It/ It/ It/ It/ hf
Al @ (@ || & W 6 W e e s e @ | E
koo koo ra koo chao choo pso paan |[poosam | foofan |saoséo too too tong too too mon hao
kwaai kang kon chaang chas (offering pao (tooth) (chain) [ta-hdan | (flag) pQu-tao too nok-hauk
(buffalo) | (bell) (person) | (elephant) (tree) tray) (asian (old (mythical (owl)
boat) (soldier) man) character)
low unique
consonants
Iy,il Iy,il In/ In/ n n Ing/ /m/ Irl /w,o/
) &Y | (| E | W E] R
y29 yak y29 ying noa nlu noo neen 1929 ling 99 ju-laa ngoa2 nguu mo2 maa rao rutda W29 weén
(demon) (woman) (mouse) (novice (monkey) (kite) (snake) (horse) (boat) (ring)
monk)
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G TR VY 11+ Long Vowel = Mid Tone (-) i
1 Il 11 ) 1
i ¥ Ii F\ i i + Short Vowel = High Tone () i
1

1 i! 11 1
Wa o Gy oo :
1 h 11 1
P ii 2 i i + Vowel + Non-Stop = Mid Tone (-) |
1 1 1 |
1 1 11 1
| i: | I1 — Long Vowel = Falling Tone (A ) !
1 |: 1 : |
R 11 —>Short Vowel = High Tone (') |
1 i! 11 |
| g IR | o m e l
\ n 11
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I+ Tone Mark = Falling Tone (A)

= High Tone (

O
-Qin
e
\----

Low Consonant syllables, there are three possible tones

and two tone marks which may be used

Tone Mark | Tone Name Tone Examples
| siang too falling A1 (kaa)
i siang dtrii high A1 (kda)

The third possible tone, mid tone, occurs with live syllables

and no tone mark.
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Long Vowel Short Vowel Any Vowel with or without Final
Consonant | No Final | Non-Stop | Stop Final | No Final | Non-Stop Stop Tone Mark
Class Final Final Final
n, ng, m, g.tp n, ng, m, g tp
y, W y, W
— — l l — l l n 1 J
: , . Falling | . Rising
Middle Middle Middle Low Low Middle Low Low High
. J J J n
High Risi Risi l l Risi l l Eall
ising ising Low Low ising Low Low alling
n n
Low - - Falli T - T Falli T
Middle | Middle alNg | High | Middle High | 29 | High
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COMPREHENSION EXERCISES |;

A. Break the following sentences into individual words & read aloud.

1. dulals
2. @laiane
[~ Y]
3. AULA"
4.Qﬂuazﬁ

5. DRSO LULSI50

RTRY

| don’t know.
The color is not beautiful.
It’s already full.

Cheap and good.

Park the car in the carage. @éi
Your older brother.
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NI D LU W3 10 910 4A U A
dlo Aoy wu lal wou Seu Tne
Wy AR 37 A1 W1 e B1n wan
dlo Aoy wu e 3wy Wy au ne
W 17 N on Wy L9 97 Wl wo tne L o
wst 1ae dia AU 1a Hn Sow 01w Tne 7 159 Bow 151 Gou § ne
W3 BNl e 81 Weu vn T au
B 1 M (3B LAY 1N

Ny e e 19 uad way w98 Ju a1 Ine e
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We have learnt all individual consonants and vowels and seen the
differences between short and long vowels, diphthongs and extra vowels.
This lesson will cover the classification of initial consonants, followed by
lessons on final consonants and tone marks.

In Thai, words that sound alike, but have different tones, will have
different meanings. There are four key factors influencing the tone:

1. Initial Consonant’s Class
2. Vowel Groups
3. Final Consonants’ Class

4. Tone Mark

Initial Consonant Classification

Most Thai language books divide the initial consonants into three
classes, but with two sub-groups in Low Class (Class 3). This classification
into three classes called Middle Class, High Class and Low Class is often
found to be misleading for Thai language learners. To avoid the confusion,
this book divides initial consonants into four classes instead. Consonants in
the same class follow the same tone rules. The bracketed consonants have
the same sound and tone as the preceding consonants.

The consonants in High Class and Low Class also have the same

sounds, but are different in tone.
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Low High Mid
A U N
" ﬁ . | @
U

Tone rule depends on what class they are.
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Some of the two initial consonant combinations are pronounced

totally different than its original sound.

‘ny’ is pronounced as ‘@’
g,
WA TN is pronounced as ‘&’ _o’i‘r'
Word Pronunciation Meaning
NI YU to know
N3Ny Ye sand
FSN5N #9-11 faith
GEAN GRR to build
1E39 &0 finished, done
The only combination of | ‘a3’ | that is pronounced as | ‘@™ | is:
939 29 true
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The consonant ‘57 plays a special role in the Thai language.
Depending on its combination with other consonants and vowels, its
pronunciation can change. This lesson lists the most important

deviations from the rules we discussed earlier.

When preceded by a written vowel (as opposed to an omitted

vowel).
Examples:
Word Pronunciation Meaning
RRNAP) 271-111U food
ANGRE] A9-d14 to pity
duAIT d3-A3U to deserve
NS Ng-11U soldier
SUIANT NE-U-AU bank (@-}

7
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When appearing after an initial consonant without a written vowel.

Examples:

Word Pronunciation Meaning

azAT Av-ADU a play

ONWT ON-a9U an alphabet (@
)

When appearing in the middle of a polysyllabic word.

Examples

Word Pronunciation Meaning

GUEGI! an-3¢-du a road’s name
1Sl UN-5g-3l charisma

917619 A1-38-dU a journal

A150 N A@1-35¢-NU to confess (@
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